
Visualizing Emotion
Creating a visual identity





Emotions
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Your brand guidelines typically include:

• Your brand story.  A brief summary of who you are and what you do.
• Voice.  Keywords you like to use, keywords you don't use.
• Imagery.  Some images you associate with your brand
• Color palette.  Brand colors, accent colors, and secondary colors. Include swatches with HEX codes.
• Typography.  The fonts you use. Main typeface. Secondary typeface.
• Your Logo. How to use your logo. How not to use your logo.

Creating a brand identity



Imagery
Images that you associate with your brand.

Voice
Keywords that you associate with your brand, and words that you would never use in 
your brand context.



Your Logo

Specify ideal size
Specify minimum size
Specify minimum space around your logo

Specify uses for dark on light background and 
light on dark background.



Logo Restrictions

In your brand guidelines, you 
must be specific about how to 
use your logo. 



Colors!

Helpful sites for choosing color:

Adobe color cc:
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/

Paletton:
http://paletton.com

Color Brewer:
http://colorbrewer2.org/

Coolors
https://coolors.co/ 

Image Color Picker
https://imagecolorpicker.com/ 
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Typography
Be aware that your font choice speaks for 
itself. Your font communicates your content 
before anyone even reads your words.

Fonts are the clothing your letters wear.

I recommend this video on the history of fonts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVfRxFw
VHQc 

You can find interesting (and free) font options here:
https://fonts.google.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVfRxFwVHQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVfRxFwVHQc
https://fonts.google.com/


Examples of how fonts express ideas
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Consistency

Aesthetic Consistency: Consistency of style 
and appearance is important for branding.
For example 
- Fonts, logos, colors are consistent across all 

communications
- Example: Chain restaurants use consistent 

décor, colors, and logos

Functional Consistency: Consistency of 
meaning and action.
For example 
- Video-player symbols for play, pause, and 

stop are consistent.
- Yellow traffic light always precedes red 

light.



Visual Metaphors
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